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Dear Parents & Carers
Welcome back to the June edition of
our monthly newsletters. It has been
an interesting year to say the least. The
COVID-19 pandemic has had a huge impact
on all lives and the pupils will remember this
time as ‘the time the school closed’ – history
in the making.
Every family will have had a different experience over the last few
months, but despite the challenges that some families may have
gone through during these times, we must continue to try and see the
positives. This period of time has reminded us to never underestimate
how resilient and adaptive children can be in an unfamiliar situation.
The learning has certainly continued during the school closure period.
The staff and I have been very impressed with the quality and quantity
of work submitted on Classroom Dojo. The pupils have completed
experiences in science, history, French, descriptive writing and will
continue to have access to further learning for the remainder of
the year.
Despite the pandemic, planning for the remainder of the year and next
year is certainly under way. We have started planning what transitions
will look like for all of our classes. More information will be released in
the coming weeks regarding opportunities for your child to meet their
new class teacher. Also high on our agenda is how we ensure our Year
6 pupils getting the proper send-off that they deserve.
To say we have missed the children being in school is an
understatement and we look forward to all pupils returning
when it is deemed safe to do so.
Once again, thank you for your understanding and support
towards the school and staff.

Ben Nelson-Smith
Headteacher

Governor
Vacancies
There is an exciting opportunity
to become a governor at Collaton
St Mary from September.
Being a governor allows you to
have an impact on our Collaton
community. We have one
vacancy for a parent governor
and vacancies for foundation
governors. If you are interested,
or know of someone who would
like to find out more, please do
not hesitate to get in contact to
find out more. We are planning
to have an opportunity for
people interested to meet some
current governors to gain an
understanding of the role.

Goodbye and
Welcome!
We are sad to say that Mrs Jackson, who teaches
in Year 1, will be leaving us at the end of the
academic year.
Mrs Jackson has been a fantastic addition to
the Collaton team and it has been inspiring to
see her passion and dedication in action. Mrs
Jackson will be moving on to new pastures and
we wish her every luck in the future.

Reception
Home Learning
Reception have been learning about mini beasts.
The children have been learning some new art skills and
creating their own spiders, spiders webs and exploring
how to make animals out of paper plates. They have
been learning about snails and explored how snails
move and how far they can travel in a short space of
time. Great work Reception class.

We have successfully recruited a replacement
teacher during these times. We are pleased to
announce that Miss Chivers will be joining us in
September. Miss Chivers is visiting our school
on a regular basis and is really excited about
getting started and meeting her class formally.

Y1 Home Learning
Year 1 have been exploring Superheroes, they
explored lots of stories such as “Superhero ABC”,
“How to be a Superhero” and “Supertato”.
The children have been using the idea of
Superheroes and their powers to learn about verbs
and how to add -ing to words. The next step was to
create their own Superhero and Super Villain then
create some dialogue between them, thinking about
what they might say to one another. We even had
some children and their parents dress up in order to
get into character. Well done Year 1, brilliant work.

Y2 Home Learning
Year 2 children were asked to draw pictures of something they
have enjoyed during the past 10 weeks and something they have
missed. The children were then asked to create a piece of art
for the whole school rainbow and Year 2 were given the colour
yellow and the art form texture to focus on. Great work Year 2!

Y3 Home Learning

Y4 Home Learning

In RE, Year 3 have been finding out about
Muslim festivals and worship.

In Year 4, the children have been working tremendously hard
on completing their learning activities at home.

Ramadan, Eid ul-fitr and Wudu are the aspects
we have learned about so far. We designed
Eid ul-fitr cards that are given at the end of
Ramadan – a period of fasting and giving. Last
week we created leaflets about Wudu, the
special ritual of washing before praying.

The children have consistently produced high quality
learning outcomes across all areas of their home learning,
which has been fantastic to see. In maths, they have focused
on identifying tenths and hundredths as decimals. The
children are developing a good conceptual understanding of
fractions – often starting our lessons with drawing different
representations of fractions! The children have enjoyed
receiving feedback from their submissions: many like to take
on a challenge using Explain, Prove and Method to further
enhance their understanding.

During French week, we looked at The Very
Hungry Caterpillar story in French – La chenille
qui avait très faim. We learned the days of the
week, colours, the names of some fruit and
vegetables, and numbers to 10, in French. The
children then wrote a simplified version of the
story and produced some amazing work. The
children doing home learning have produced
some fantastic pieces of work.

Y5 Home Learning
Year 5 have been working very hard at home in
these uncertain times.

Our recent learning experience asked the
children to reflect on how they had flourished
in challenging times and we have been very
impressed with their openness and honesty
when completing their tasks. In Maths, we have
focused on finding the volume of shapes using
a formula and the children can now calculate
the volume of a range of shapes and containers.
During French week, they were able to write a
short paragraph in French about their hobbies,
the weather and how they were feeling. The
artwork for Mrs Richards challenge has also been
of a high quality. Well done Year 5.

In learning experience, they have been reflecting on how they
have managed their wellbeing during this period of home
learning. It has been very pleasing to see the children have
shown examples of our school values whilst at home. The
children have been taking responsibility by looking after the
wellbeing of their family and friends as well as themselves
and have shown inspiration by providing support to help
others in our local community. Keep up the great work Year 4.

Y6 Home Learning
The children have spent time to reflect on their
experiences during lockdown.
They used a thinking tool called a ‘diamond nine’
to assess any challenges that they have faced
during this time. As the week progressed, they
used a mind map to think about the thoughts,
feelings and emotions that they had experienced.
They also considered any strategies that they had
used, which may have helped them to cope. They
ended the week by writing a reflective paragraph,
summing up their experiences during this
unprecedented challenge. Great work Year 6

WATER
SAFETY
A message to parents from the RNLI
It is anticipated that once restrictions further ease and the summer weather is here,
people will head to the beaches and coastline to enjoy the sun, sea and time with
friends and family. In a normal year, the RNLI helps thousands of people who end up
getting into difficulty in or close to the water when doing these types of activities.
Throughout the summer term, their local teams of trained volunteers and Lifeguards
do their best to visit as many of the schools, colleges and youth groups in the region as
possible. However, due to the ongoing coronavirus outbreak we have not been able to
engage with school communities as we normally would.
Below, you will find out ways in which you can help at this time.
• Download and use our education resource pack. Educating young people about how to
keep safe, in on and around water is fundamental to saving lives at sea and a core part
of the RNLI’s water safety activity. This term we have put together two downloadable
packs of resources focusing on keeping safe this Summer.
• Share a link to our Water Safety from Home resources - If you’re a parent looking for
ways to engage, educate and entertain your children at home, play our Water Safety
Wednesday series – perfect for primary school-aged children.
• Please help by sharing the RNLI & MCA’s Beach Safety Campaign with parents,
guardians and your wider network. Beach lifeguards cannot be everywhere this
summer – although we are hoping to patrol around 70 beaches later this year – it is
vital every one of us takes responsibility for our own, and our families’, safety.

Together, we really can make a lifesaving difference.

-

-

admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk

School Lunches
We would encourage all pupils that are in school
to select a school meal as the preferred option to
ensure all packaging is sanitised and safe.
We have a hot main, jacket potato and packed
lunch option every day, which will be distributed
in recyclable disposable packaging to the

NEW MENU
NEW MENU
NEW MENU

children. Please order in advance via ParentPay
(example of Grab and Go menu below).
Pupils eligible for FSM and UIFSM please continue
to order via ParentPay or if not in school food
vouchers will be provided.
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MONDAY
Chicken or veggie burger,
MONDAY
salad pot
Chicken or veggie burger,
salad
pot
cake, yoghurt
or fruit
Chicken
or veggie
burger,
salad pot
cake, yoghurt or fruit
cake,
yoghurt
or fruit
Cheesy
bean Jacket

TUESDAY
Cheese & tomato (V)
TUESDAY
pizza,
pasta salad
Cheese
& tomato
crunchy
veg (V)
pizza,
pasta
salad
cake,
yoghurt
or
fruit
Cheese
& tomato
(V)
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pizza, pastaveg
salad
cake, yoghurt or fruit
crunchy veg
cake,
or fruit
Tunayoghurt
mayo Jacket
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WEEK
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Cheesy bean Jacket
Tuna
packed
Cheesy
bean lunch
Jacket

Tuna mayo Jacket
Cheese
lunch
Tuna packed
mayo Jacket

Cheesy Jacket
Ham
packed
lunch
Cheesy
Jacket

THURSDAY
Sausages
or
veggieTHURSDAY
sausage roll (V)
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n sour
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pot
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mayo Jacket
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peas andor
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Collaton
Community Larder
We would like to introduce the Collaton
Community larder! During the school day,
this table will be placed on the
car park bridge.
Out of school hours, this table will be
placed near the main school doors
(under cover from the rain).
The aim of this larder is to support any
family within our school community who
is in need of it. There is a “food items” box
and a “toiletries” box. Simply take what you
want from it, but please do not handle the
food whilst looking. You can also donate
something to the table if you would like to
support the cause.

Bag 2 School is a company that specialises in good
quality second hand clothing that can be re-used.
All bags collected are weighed and they will pay the
school depending on the total weight. The more we
collect the bigger benefit to the school.
Please take a bag home (bags can be collected from
outside the school) and fill it with clothing, shoes, hats,
belts, handbags, soft toys, bedding curtains and towels.

Please bring in your full bag on:
Wednesday 8th July by 9am.

Safeguarding
The safeguarding of children is everyone’s responsibility –
even more so during these times.
Over the past few months, the internet has been a wonderful
resource to staying connected for home learning. It is important
that parents have the confidence to talk to their children about
keeping safe online. Unfortunately, it is predicted that online
grooming has risen during school closure. Now is a time more
than ever to ensure that your child is aware of the dangers of
speaking to unknown people on the internet. The attached
poster will help answer any questions you have. If you need
further support around your computing confidence, please do
not hesitate to ask the school.
For any further safeguarding concerns, please contact our
Safeguarding Lead Mr Nelson-Smith or Miss Postlethwaite.

?

WHAT IS
CORONAV IRU S?
A coronavirus is a type of virus.
Coronavirus (COVID-19) is a new strain
of coronavirus, which means no-one
has caught it before and our bodies are
not immune (protected) from it yet.
It spreads very quickly and is making a
lot of people poorly at the moment.

H OW DO ES A V I RUS WORK ?
1.

Your body is
made up of
millions of
tiny cells.

2.

Viruses can't
survive outside the
body for long, so
they try to get into
our cells.

5.

3.

When viruses
get inside
our cells, we get
infected.

4. Once a cell
is ‘infected’, the
virus multiplies
and can spread
around the
body.

Our body
produces antibodies
that fight the
virus and help
us get better.

WHY IS
CO RO NAVI RU S
DANGER OU S ?
If the virus gets into the cells in our
lungs, it can stop the cells from doing
their job, which is to help us breathe.

WHO CAN CATC H IT?
Children can catch the virus just
as easily as adults, but it doesn’t
make them as poorly.
Adults who are already poorly
and elderly people are the most
affected, but most people can
get better from it.

HOW CAN WE PR OTECT
O UR S ELVES ?
The virus can spread very easily and we carry it and pass it
onto others even if we don’t feel poorly ourselves.
There are 2 important things we can do to protect
ourselves, our friends and our family.
WA S H YOU R H A N D S
Washing your hands with soap and
water helps get rid of the virus. This
will prevent the virus from getting
into our bodies and spreading to
other people. Let’s all remind one
another to wash our hands!
AVOI D OT H ER P EOP L E
To stop the virus spreading, we need to
keep away from other people and stay
at home for a time. But don’t
worry - life will go back to normal!

HOW AR E S CIEN TIS TS
TR YING TO KEEP US S AF E?
Scientists are working hard to find a Coronavirus
vaccine. A vaccine can help protect the body from
being infected.

IT IS N’T YO UR FAULT IF
S O MEO NE YO U KN OW CATCHE S
COR ON AVIRUS.
Produced by Dan Hawcutt - Alder Hey Children's NHS Foundation Trust

Libraries Summer Reading Challenge
The 2020 Summer Reading
Challenge is here! – a message from
our local libraries:
The Summer Reading Challenge,
presented by The Reading Agency
and funded by Arts Council England,
encourages children aged 4 to 11 to
set themselves a reading challenge
to help prevent the summer reading
‘dip’. Each year the Challenge,
delivered through public libraries,
motivates over 700,000 children
to keep reading to build their skills
and confidence. Last year more than
14,000 children across Devon and
Torbay took part.
With the disruption caused by
COVID-19 and the impact of social
distancing on schools and public
libraries, the 2020 Challenge will
launch as a digital activity to keep
children reading over the summer
and support parents and carers with
children already at home.
The Challenge will run from June
to September.
This year, Silly Squad, the Summer
Reading Challenge 2020, celebrates
funny books, happiness and
laughter and features bespoke
artwork from award-winning
children’s author and illustrator

Laura Ellen Anderson (Amelia Fang;
Evil Emperor Penguin; I Don’t Want
Curly Hair). Children taking part
in the Challenge will join the Silly
Squad, an adventurous team of
animals who love to have a laugh
and get stuck in to all different kinds
of funny books!
The digital Challenge is free to
access, featuring games, quizzes and
digital and downloadable activities
to incentivise and encourage
children and their families to take
part in reading-related activities
at home. Although our library
buildings are closed we have
boosted the number of children’s
books available to borrow via our
e-lending platforms, which can be
accessed from our Devon Libraries
and Torbay Libraries websites. From
June we will be hosting lots of Silly
Squad events and activities on our
Facebook pages, so look out
for those!
There is a special SCHOOL ZONE on
the Silly Squad website with lots of
resources to help you to promote
the Challenge and we would be
very grateful if you could help us by
doing the following:
Promote the Challenge to the

families in your school, and
encourage parents to sign their
children up here.
Signpost families to our Facebook
pages https://www.facebook.com/
PaigntonLibrary where we will be
hosting lots of Silly Squad digital
events throughout the summer.
More information to follow.
We are very aware that there may
be families at your school who
struggle to get online and will
not be able to access the digital
challenge. We are hoping to be
able to offer these families some
resources to be able to complete
the challenge without going online.
If you have any families that fall into
this category, perhaps you could
tell us how many, and we will see if
we can get some resources to you
before the end of term.
With school life disrupted and many
children missing the company of
their friends, this year’s fun-filled
Summer Reading Challenge will
be all the more vital as a way of
helping parents and carers find fun,
family-friendly activities, maintain
literacy levels and create a safe
space for children to connect
with their peers.

The Sleep Walk. . . Your Way !
This July, Rowcroft Hospice celebrates ten
years of The Sleep Walk — our femaleonly fundraising event where girls and
women sparkle like the stars as they step
out onto our South Devon streets in a
sponsored walk to raise vital funds to
care for local patients with life-limiting
illnesses. In this year’s event, ‘The Sleep
Walk — Your Way’, girls can choose to
walk for five or ten miles over the course
of a week starting Saturday 4 July, at any
time that suits them. They can walk with
friends and/or family members, taking any
route of their choice — all we ask is that
they abide by social distancing guidelines,
keep safe and have loads of fun!

There’s no minimum age to sign up,
and all participants will be awarded a
Sleep Walk medal. For those wishing
to take part, there’s a £5 sign-up fee
and we’re asking Sleep Walkers to
either make a donation to Rowcroft, or
commit to raising sponsorship. Please
note that girls under 16 will need full
parental consent to take part, and
they must be accompanied by an adult
at all times. To sign-up or for further
information, please visit:
www.rowcroftsleepwalk.co.uk
If you would like more information,
please don’t hesitate to contact me
on 07501 721824.

Catherine Doye
Events Coordinator

Email: admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk Telephone: 01803 556433

