
NEWSLETTER
May 2022

Ben Nelson-Smith  Headteacher

Dear Parents & Carers 
This half-term has really flown past and we are really proud with how hard the 
children have worked towards their learning. Our character focus for this half term has 
been based on how our pupils need to take responsibility for how they flourish. It has 
been great seeing pupils stepping up to do this and taking more ownership towards 
their learning and their actions in school, and hopefully at home too!

It has been a jam-packed half-term with a range experiences happening for children 
across the school. Most pupils have taken part in specific sport event including cricket 
tournaments, sport festivals, expert led dance sessions and forest school lessons. All 
classes are also coming to the end of a science experience. Year 3 visited the zoo to 
support with their learning and Year 5 had returned to their class one morning to find 
Polish chick eggs they had been incubating had hatched – they are now in the early 

stages of caring for 4 little chicks – they are super egg-cited!

Year 6 have made us particularly proud this half-term. They took part in their SATs assessments along with all other 
children their age across the country. Their attitude and determination to do the best that they can do was truly 
inspiring – and that is everything we can ask from them. Year 6 spent this last week on their residential in Lynmouth, 
North Devon. Again, we are proud with their willingness to take themselves out of the comfort zones and support 
each other through their challenges. 

We hope that you have a wonderful half-term break and enjoy celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee! We look 
forward to seeing the children back on Thursday 9th June. 

With best wishes,



Reception



In Year Four, the children have been learning 
about the digestive system. The children have 
set up and conducted a scientific enquiry to 
observe how our bodies digest food. 

The enquiry was rather messy – the children 
used orange juice (stomach acid), water 
(saliva) crackers, bananas (food), tights 
(intestines) and paper cups (for waste) to 
mimic the actions of the digestive system. 

At the end of the journey, the children 
produced a breakdown diagram to show and 
explain the function of each muscle/organ in 
the digestive system. The children worked in 
teams and were each given a role to develop 
their ability to work collaboratively.

Year 4



Our Year 6 pupils spent the last week of the half-
term at the Beacon Centre in North Devon as part of 
their residential. After 2 years, it was great to see the 
residential back in action. 

The pupils were a credit to the school and fully 
engaged with all aspects that we hope a residential 
will deliver: taking on new challenges, persevering, 
taking themselves out of their comfort zone and 
further developing their independence. 

The pupils took part in a range of activities including 
high/low ropes, orienteering, coastal walking, 
bushcraft, bonfires and a 130m zip wire over a 50m 
drop over a valley. It was great to see everyone give 
it a go and accomplish new achievements and fears. 

Year 6
Residential



jubilee
Summerfayre celebration
Collaton St Mary Primary School

Saturday 2nd July 12.00  — 16.00

FANCY DRESS 
JUBILEE THEME 
‘BEST IN SHOW’

Football Shootout

Free Parking

Fire  
Engine  
Visit

Street Food BBQ

Bar
Cream TeasStocks

Dean13
Live Music From

Bouncy Castle

Tickets 50p per person
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Email: admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk   Telephone: 01803 556433

Collaton St Mary Primary School

Diary Dates 2022
Monday 30th May -  
Wednesday 8th June Inclusive Half Term Break

Tuesday 14th June    School Photos

Monday 20th June     Science in School Day

Tuesday 21st June    Sports Day 

Sunday 26th June     THHN Children’s Half Marathon

Tuesday 28th June    Reserve Sports Day 

Wednesday 29th June –  
Thursday 30th June Inclusive  Year 5 Residential Trip

Saturday 2nd July    Summer Fayre 

Wednesday 13th July    Year 4 Explorer Dome Experience

Wednesday 13th July    New Starters Teddy Bear Picnic

Collaton Attendance May 2022

Whole School    93.69%   

Year R   94.58 % 

Year 1   93.96% 

Year 2   94.09% 

Year 3   91.16%   

Year 4   94.22%   

Year 5   94.50%   

Year 6   93.43%   

Well done to Year R, our attendance 
winners for May
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