
Dear Parents & Carers 
It has been great to have a bit more consistency this half term and the pupils have 
enjoyed being back in a regular routine. Hopefully we will return after the holiday with 
some dryer and warmer weather!

The wet weather of May has not got in the way of learning this month! The children 
have been deepening their knowledge in history and geography and have been working 
towards their enquiry questions.  Our current geography learning varies between 
physical, human, local and overseas geography and has been designed so that pupils can 
build upon their knowledge year after year. Year 5’s learning around ‘fleeing home due 
to natural disasters’ has been in the news a lot recently which has supported the pupils’ 
learning, understanding and empathy through real life contexts. All children will return to 
a science learning experience in June.

The wet weather this month has had some positive impacts! Our school allotment has certainly been watered 
enough and most of the class beds are well on their way. Some classes have already pulled a healthy crop of 
radishes, the potatoes are plentiful and the rhubarb will be picked this week. We look forward to the children tasting 
some of their home grown produce.

I hope that you manage to have a restful and safe half-term. I will keep you updated with any changes to restrictions 
after half term as we hope for further normality. We look forward to seeing you all back on Thursday 10th June.

Best wishes,

NEWSLETTER
May 2021

Achieving and flourishing in our Christian Community

Ben Nelson-Smith  Headteacher

Year 4 at the school allotment



There have been many exciting developments linked to reading this term! 
Reading is extremely important to all pupils – it opens up opportunities for 
our children to learn new knowledge across the whole curriculum.

New Phonics Books – to help get our pupils off to a 
greater start in reading, we have bought hundreds of 
new books from a reading scheme called ‘Phonics Bug 
Club’ which closely align with the phonics teaching your 
children have in school. These books will be launched 
after half-term and Key Stage 1 parents will receive a 
reading guide to explain any changes.

Reading Awards – Some families may have noticed their child 
coming home with a reading certificate recently. Since Easter we 
have introduced reading awards to recognise effort in reading.

Key Stage 1 pupils have been receiving a certificate for every 
10 books that they read in school and at home. Make sure your 
child’s reading record is up to scratch for the staff to count  
the books!

Key Stage 2 having been taking part in the ‘Author Challenge’ 
which has been set up by Mrs Jones. Pupils are challenged to 
collect a list of different authors that they have read and will 
receive a certificate for every 5 different authors on their list. 
Speak to your class teacher to find out more!

Our school’s book vending machine 
has now been installed and ready for 
our lucky award winners. We’ll be 
finalising how pupils earn a reading 
coin reward to win their own book 
from the machine. Thank you to our 
PTFA for purchasing the machine and 
to all the parents who have donated 
a book from our Amazon Wish list. If 
you would like to buy a book, click 
the link below.

New Vending Machine

Reading, Reading and…READING!

CLICK HERE TO SEE 
OUR WISH LIST

https://amzn.eu/gWiAWp1


Reception
Our key question has been “How does your garden grow”.  We have 
had lots of fun looking at how food is grown and where it comes 
from.  As well as looking at farms in Great Britain we went around 
the world to see what was grown there.  The best part was trying 
different foods from around the world! We used all our senses to see 
whether we liked it or not and enjoyed trying new things. Some of 
the food we tried was prawn crackers, guacamole and tropical juice. 
In the classroom we then looked at the book, “Jaspers Beanstalk” 
and we planted our own beans and put them on the window, they 
are already growing! Forest Fun has been great this term. We have 
made fruit kebabs for the birds and hung them on the trees, we 
pretended to be St George and the dragon and made sticks into new 
things including magic wands. This term has been great fun!



Year 2 have been focusing on Geography with 
their enquiry question ‘When would be a good 
time to visit Phoenix?’ We have studied different 
continents and oceans and the different climates 
across the world. We have learned about seasonal 
weather in our country and then we have 
deepened our knowledge by finding out the 
same things about Phoenix. The children are now 
writing a report to answer our key question and 
have been really interested to learn that Phoenix 
have a dry summer where they can experience 
haboobs and a wet summer where they can have 
monsoon rains.

Year 2 picked a successful 
crop of radishes and even 

had a delicious taste!

YEAR 2



YEAR 4
In Year 4, we have been busy gardening our 
vegetable patch! We have made regular trips 
to ensure our vegetables have the perfect 
conditions to flourish. Here is a photo of us 
with our radishes!



Year 6 have been considering this difficult 
question. They have investigated the religious 
beliefs of the UK, as well as debating some 
complex moral issues including the existence 
of evil and the ‘free will’ defence.

YEAR 6
Why do some people believe 
in God and some do not?

The internet is a wonderful resource that has so many benefits to learn 
from. However, the internet needs to be used responsibly. Social media is 

a popular way for adults to communicate with each other and there are age 
recommendations of these platforms for multiple reasons. The following link 

gives further detail into the risks of underage social media networking and 
recommends examples of child-friendly versions that you can explore together.

Safeguarding
Internet Awareness

Click here to explore
If you would like support with how your child uses the 

internet, then the safeguarding team (Mr Nelson-Smith, Miss 
Postlethwaite and Mrs Jones) are always happy to help.

ben.nelson-smith@acexcellence.co.uk 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/what-age-can-my-child-start-social-networking/
mailto:ben.nelson-smith%40acexcellence.co.uk?subject=


•  There are 365 days a year – you only have to 
attend school for 190 of those. That leaves 175 
days to do everything else.

•  If you are 5 minutes late every day... that adds up 
to 3 days lost per year.

•  If you are 15 minutes late every day... that adds 
up to almost 10 days lost every year.

•  If you are absent from school for 1 day a week 
throughout your school life... you will be missing 
2 years of your education.

•  If you are absent from school for 1 day every half 
a term throughout your whole school life, you will 
miss, in total, 3 months of education.

•  90% attendance throughout your school life  
= missing 1 whole year of education.

•  A high temperature

•   A new, continuous 
cough – this means 
coughing a lot, for 
more than an hour, or 
3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours

•   A loss or change to 
sense of smell or taste – 
this means they cannot 
smell or taste anything, 
or things smell or taste 
different to normal

Attendance Matters

COVID-19 TESTING

Regular school attendance is an important part of giving your child the best possible start in life.

If your child has the below symptoms, please do not use home lateral test kits  
for testing, call 119 or go to gov.co.uk Covid testing to book a PCR Covid Test

The main symptoms 
of COVID-19 are:

What to do if your 
child has symptoms:

If your child has any of the  
main symptoms of COVID-19:

Get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) to check 
 if they have COVID-19 as soon as possible.

You, your child and anyone else you live with 
should stay at home and not have visitors until  
you get the test result – only leave your home  
to have the test.

Anyone in your childcare or support bubble  
should also stay at home if your child has been 
in close contact with them since their symptoms 
started or during the 48 hours before they started.

Collaton Attendance April 2021

Whole School 98.36

Year Group % Attendance

Reception 99.69

1 97.01

2 98.21

3 98.94

4 99.15

5 99.29

6 96.19

Well done to Reception class  
our attendance winners for April!



Mrs Gooding’s  
New Baby 

We are pleased to announce our Teaching 
Assistant, Mrs Gooding gave birth to her 

second child born on the 10th May 2021.

Congratulations!
Our outdoor areas continue to be 
developed so that the children can 
make more use of it…

Trees: You will have noticed that we 
have had some trees cut down this 
month. We have cut the trees down 
as a result of a tree inspection which 
identified trees that may be of risk of 
falling. We will be using the cut stumps 
for chairs in our forest school and the 
woodchip to help strengthen our paths.

Goble’s Garden: Our peace garden is 
starting to take shape. Mr Taylor has 
been creating natural fencing and has 
recently installed a small pond. We 
hope this provides a spiritual place for 
pupil to sit and relax in.

Allotment: It’s lovely to see our 
allotment in full use since last year’s 
redesigning. Each class has an outdoor 
bed and a poly tunnel bed. 

Thank you for your Bag 2 School donations 

We managed to raise £108!
Bag 2 School is a company that specialises in good 
quality second hand clothing that can be re-used.   
All bags you kindly donated were weighed which 

gave us the donation amount.   

Collaton  
Outdoors Update 



Email: admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk   Telephone: 01803 556433

Friday 28th May Last day of Summer Term 1

Thursday 10th June School returns

Monday 14th June Y2 PCSA Multi Skills

Thursday 17th June  Y6 Swimming 

Wednesday 23rd June Y3 PCSA Striking & Fielding 

Wednesday 23rd-  

Friday 25th June Y6 Activity Days 

Thursday 24th June Y6 Swimming

Monday 28th June Y4 PCSA Striking & Fielding

Tuesday 29th June Sports Day

Thursday 1st July  Transition Day

Tuesday 6th July Sports Day (Reserve)

Wednesday 7th July Y5 PCSA Cricket or Rounders 

Thursday 8th July Y6 Swimming

Wednesday 14th July Y6 PCSA Cricket or Rounders

Thursday 15th July Y6 Swimming

Thursday 22nd July  Y6 Swimming

Friday 23rd July Last day of Summer Term 2

Collaton St Mary Primary School

Diary Dates

Please ensure you contact the school office on 01803 
556433 before 08.30am if your child is absent for 
the day.  If you phone beforehand, please leave a 
message on the answerphone providing full details.

Absence Reporting 

mailto:admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk

